
ARTICLE 1 
INTRODUCTORY PROVISIONS 

Section 1.010 TITLE 

This Ordinance shall be known and may be cited as the "Zoning Ordinance of Seaside, 
Oregon." 

Section 1.020 PURPOSE 

The purpose of this Ordinance is to further the objectives and goals of the Comprehensive Plan 
and to provide the public health, safety and general welfare of the citizens of Seaside through 
orderly community development with considerations for:  Desirable concentrations of population; 
protection of property values; aesthetic, recreational and economic development; limitation of 
dangerous or offensive trades or industries; maintenance of adequate open space for light and 
air and emergency access; provisions for access and privacy; facilitate community utilities such 
as transportation, power, water and sewage; and to adequately provide for community facilities 
such as schools, parks, community centers, and other public requirements. 

Section 1.030 DEFINITIONS 

Access:  The place, means, or way by which pedestrians or vehicles shall have safe, adequate 
and usable ingress and agree to a property, use or parking space.  

Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU):  An interior, attached or detached residential structure that is 
used in connection with or that is accessory to a single-family dwelling.  Unlike a guesthouse, an 
ADU will include a kitchen and function as an independent dwelling unit.  
(Updated per Ord. 2018-09) 

Accessory Structure or Accessory Use:  A structure or use incidental and subordinate to the 
main use of property located on the same lot as the main use. 

Accretion:  The build-up of land along a beach or shore by deposition of waterborne sand, 
sediment, or other material. 

Agriculture:  The tilling of the soil, the raising of crops, dairying, pasturage, horticulture, animal 
and poultry husbandry, and the necessary accessory uses that are appropriate for the 
operations of commercial agriculture enterprise.  

Alley:  A minor public right-of-way, which is used primarily for vehicular service access to the 
back or side of properties otherwise abutting on a street. 

Alter:  A change, addition, or modification in construction or occupancy of a building or 
structure. 

Amendment:  A change in the wording, context, or substance of Sections 1.010 to 12.020, or a 
change in the zone boundaries or area district boundaries upon the zoning map. 

Aquaculture:  The raising, feeding, planting and harvesting of fish and shellfish, including 
associated facilities necessary to engage in the use. 

Automobile Service Station:  A retail place of business primarily engaged in the sale of motor 
fuels, but also supplying goods and services required in the operation and maintenance of 
automotive vehicles.  These may include petroleum products, tires, batteries, automotive 
accessories and replacement items, washing and lubrication services, the performance of minor 
automotive maintenance and repair, and the supplying of other incidental customer services and 
products; but not major automotive repairs, painting or body and fender work. 



Basement:  Any floor level below the first story in a building, except that a floor level in a 
building having only one floor level shall be classified as a basement unless such floor level 
qualifies as a first story as defined herein. 

Beach:  Gently sloping areas of loose material (e.g., sand, gravel, and cobbles) that extend 
landward from the low-water line to a point where there is a definition to change in the material 
type or land form, or to the line of vegetation. 

Boarding, Lodging or Rooming House:  A building or portion thereof without separate 
housekeeping facilities to be occupied, or which is occupied primarily by persons paying 
consideration for sleeping purposes where meals may or may not be provided.  This definition 
shall not include motels, hotels, motor hotels, tourist courts, residential facilities or residential 
homes. 

Bridge Crossing:  The portion of a bridge spanning a waterway or wetlands, not including 
supporting structures or fill. 

Bridge Crossing Support Structure:  Piers, piling, and similar structures necessary to support 
a bridge span but not including fill for causeways or approaches. 

Building:  A structure built and maintained for the support, shelter or enclosure of person, 
motor vehicles, animals, chattel, or personal or real property of any kind.  The word "building" 
shall include the word "structure". 

Building Height:  The vertical distance from the grade to the highest point of the coping of a flat 
roof or to the deck line of a mansard roof, or to the average height of the highest gable of a pitch 
or hip roof. 

Building Line:  A line that coincides with the front side of the main building. 

Building Official:  The superintendent of the building department or his designate. 

City:  The City of Seaside, Oregon. 

Condominium:  Multiple dwellings in which the dwelling units are individually owned with each 
owner having a recordable deed enabling the unit to be sold, mortgaged or exchanged 
independently. 

Court:  An open unoccupied space, other than a yard, on the same lot with a building and 
bounded on three or more sides by such a building. 

Day Nursery:  Any institution, establishment, or place other than a Family Day Care Provider, in 
which are commonly received at one time 13 or more children not of common parentage, under 
the age of six years, for the purpose of being given board, care, or training apart from their 
parents or guardians for compensation or reward. 

Deflation Plain:  The broad interdune area which is commonly scoured to the level of the 
summer water table. 

Dock/Moorage:  A pier or secured float or floats for boat tie-up or other water use, often 
associated with a specific land use on the adjacent shore land, such as a residence or group of 
residences.  Float houses, which are used for boat storage, net-drying and similar purposes, are 
also included in this category. 

Dredging:  Removal of materials from a wetlands or body of water for channel  deepening, 
realignment, boat basin or other uses. 

Dune:  A hill or ridge of sand built up by the wind along sand coasts. 



Dune, Active:  A dune that migrates, grows, and diminishes from the effect of wind and supply 
of sand.  Active dunes include all open sand dunes, active hummocks, and active foredunes. 

Dunes, Conditionally Stable:  A dune presently stable from wind erosion, but vulnerable to 
becoming active due to fragile vegetation cover. 

Dunes, Older Stabilized:  A dune that is stable from wind erosion, that has a significant soil 
development, and that may include diverse forest cover.  Includes older foredunes. 

Dune, Open Sand:  A collective term for active, unvegetated dune landforms. 

Dune, Recently Stabilized:  A dune with sufficient vegetation to be stabilized from wind erosion 
but with little if any development of soil or cohesion of the sand under the vegetation.  Recently 
stabilized dunes include conditionally stable foredunes, conditionally stable dunes, dune 
complexes, and younger stabilized dunes. 

Dunes Younger Stabilized:  A wind stabilized dune with weakly developed soils and 
vegetation. 

Dune Complex:  Various patterns of small dunes with partially stabilized intervening areas. 

Dune Grading:  Reconfiguration of existing foredune areas using earth-moving equipment. 

Dune Nourishment:  Augmentation of the natural sediment supply within a foredune area. 

Dwelling, Apartment or Multiple-Family:  A building designed and used for occupancy by 
three or more families, all living independently of each other, and having separate housekeeping 
facilities for each family. 

Dwelling, Single Family:  An attached or detached building designed or used exclusively for 
the occupancy of one family and having housekeeping facilities for one family. 

Dwelling, Two Family (Duplex):  A building designed or used exclusively for the occupancy of 
two families living independently of each other and having separate housekeeping facilities for 
each family. 

Dwelling Unit:  One or more rooms designed for occupancy by one family and not having more 
than one cooking facility except facilities designed for camping purposes, such as tents and 
recreation vehicles. 

Family:  One person or two or more persons related by blood, marriage, legal adoption, or 
guardianship; or a group of not more than five persons (excluding employees) all or part of 
whom are not related by blood, marriage, legal adoption or guardianship, living together as a 
single housekeeping unit in a dwelling unit. 

Family Day Care Provider:  A day care provider who provides day care in the provider's home, 
in the family living quarters, to no more than 12 children including children of the provider, 
regardless of full time or part time status. 

Fence:  A screen or barrier consisting of wood, metal, masonry, or similar materials, or a line of 
plantings or trees, arranged in such a way to afford privacy or block vision onto property. 

Fill:  Fill is the replacement by man of sediment or other material in an aquatic area (which may 
create new shorelands) or on shorelands to raise the elevation of the land. 

Floor Area:  The sum of the gross horizontal area of the several floors of a building, measured 
from the exterior faces of the exterior walls, or from the centerline of wall separating two 
buildings, but not including: 
 1. Attic space providing headroom of less than seven feet; 
 2. Basement or cellar; 



 3. Uncovered steps or fire escapes; 
 4. Private garages, carports, or porches; 
 5. Accessory water towers or cooling towers; and 
 6. Accessory off-street parking or loading spaces. 

Foredune, Active:  An unstable barrier ridge of sand paralleling the beach and subject to wind 
erosion, water erosion, and growth from new sand deposits.  Active foredunes may include 
areas with beach grass, and occur in sand spits and at river mouths as well as elsewhere. 

Foredune, Older:  A conditionally stable foredune that has become wind stabilized by diverse 
vegetation and soil development. 

Frontage:  Property abutting on a street. 

Grade, Ground Level:  The lowest point of elevation of the finished surface of the ground, 
paving or sidewalk within the area between the building and the property line or, when the 
property line is more than five feet from the building, between the building and a line five feet 
from the building. 

Home Occupation:  A lawful occupation or profession carried on by a resident of a dwelling as 
an accessory use within the same dwelling, and where the activity is conducted in such a 
manner as not to give the appearance of a business or infringe upon the right of neighboring 
residents to enjoy peaceful occupancy of their homes.  An occupation or profession which has 
no customers or client coming to the home, and which complies with the listed home occupation 
standards, is not considered a home occupation for zoning purposes. 

Horticulture:  The cultivation of plants, garden crops, trees or nursery stock. 

Hospitals:  Institutions devoted primarily to the rendering of healing, curing and/or nursing care, 
which maintain and operate facilities for the diagnosis, treatment and care of two or more 
nonrelated individuals suffering from illness, injury, or deformity or obstetrical or other healing, 
curing, and/or nursing care is rendered over a period exceeding 24 hours. 

Hotel & Motel:  A building or group of buildings used for transient residential purposes 
containing four or more guest rooms which are designed to be used, or which are used, rented 
or hired out for sleeping purposes. 

Hummock, Active:  Partially vegetated, elevated mound of sand that is actively growing in size. 

Institution, Higher Educational:  A college or university accredited by the State of Oregon. 

Institutional Development Plan:  A detailed development plan that substantially complies with 
and implements one or more phases of an Institutional Master Plan (IMP) approved by the 
Planning Commission.  An IDP shows the precise type, location and height of proposed 
structures, open space, landscaping, parking and circulation, and public infrastructure shown 
conceptually on approved IMP. (Updated per Ord. 2017-12) 

Institutional Master Plan:  A conceptual development plan that applies to all land under the 
control of an institution.  An IMP identifies proposed uses, the general location and height of 
proposed structures, and the general location of areas devoted to open space, landscaping, 
parking and circulation, and public infrastructure.  An IMP focuses on impacts that would likely 
result from institutional development during the life of the plan (up to 10 years) and must identify 
effective mitigation measures. (Updated per Ord. 2017-12) 

 

Junk or Wrecking Yard:  Any property where a person is engaged in breaking up, dismantling, 
sorting, storing, distributing, buying or selling any scrap or waste material. 



Kennels:  A lot or premise on which dogs more than six months of age are kept commercially or 
permitted to remain for board, propagation, training, or sales, except for veterinary clinics and 
animal hospitals. 

Lawfully Existing Nonconforming Use:  A lawful use existing prior to the time of adoption of 
this ordinance or the effective date of any amendment thereto, which does not conform to the 
current requirements of the zone in which it is located. 

Lawfully Existing Nonconforming Structure:  A lawful structure existing prior to the time of 
adoption of this ordinance or the effective date of any amendment thereto, which does not 
conform to the current requirements of the zone in which it is located. 

Littoral Drift:  Material moved in the shallow near shore by waves and currents. 

Loading Space:  An off-street space or berth on the same lot, or parcel, with a building or use, 
or contiguous to a group of buildings or uses, for the temporary parking of a vehicle while 
loading or unloading persons, merchandise, or materials, and which space or berth abuts upon 
a street, alley, or other appropriate means of ingress and egress. 

Lot:  For the purpose of this ordinance, lot means a parcel of land used or capable of being 
used under the regulations of this ordinance, lawfully created as such in accordance with the 
subdivision laws or ordinances in effect at the time of its creation. 

Lot Coverage:  The area covered by a building or buildings on a lot, expressed as a 
percentage of the total lot area. 

Lot Depth:  The horizontal distance between the front and the rear lot lines.  In the case of a 
corner lot, the depth shall be the length of its longest front lot line.  In the case of lots where the 
horizontal distance between front and the rear lot lines differ along the side lot lines, the average 
of the length of the two side lot lines shall be considered the lot depth. 

Lot Line, Front:  For an interior lot, a line separating the lot from the street; and for a corner lot, 
a line separating either (but not both) frontage of the lot from the street. 

Lot Line, Rear:  For an interior lot, a line separating one lot from another on the opposite side 
of the lot from the front lot line; for corner lots, either (but not both) interior lot line separating 
one lot from another; and for an irregular or triangular shaped lot, a straight line 10 feet in length 
that is parallel to and at the maximum distance from the front lot line. 

Lot Line, Side:  For interior lots, a line separating one lot from the abutting lot or lots fronting on 
the same street; for corner lots, a line other than the front lot line separating the lot from the 
street or a line separating the lot from the abutting lot along the same frontage. 

Lot Types: 

1. Corner Lot - A lot abutting on two or more streets other than an alley, at their 
intersections. 

2. Interior Lot - A lot other than a corner lot with frontage on one street only. 

    3. Through Lot - A lot other than a corner lot with frontage on more than one street.  
Through lots may be referred to as "double frontage" lots. 

Lot Width:  The horizontal distance between the side lot lines measured at the building line. 

Manufactured Housing:  A manufactured dwelling is (as amended to be consistent with new 
definition in ORS 446.003): 



1. A residential trailer, a structure constructed for movement on the public highway, that 
has sleeping, cooking and plumbing facilities, that is intended for human occupancy, is 
being used for residential purposes and was constructed before January 1, 1962. 

2. A mobile house, a structure constructed for movement on the public highways, that 
has sleeping, cooking and plumbing facilities, that is intended for human occupancy, is 
being used for residential purposes and was constructed between January 1, 1962, 
and June 15, 1976, and met the construction requirements of Oregon Mobile Home 
Law in effect at the time of construction. 

3. A manufactured home, a structure constructed for movement on the public highways, 
that has sleeping, cooking and plumbing facilities, that is intended for human 
occupancy, is being used for residential purposes and was constructed in accordance 
with federal manufactured housing construction and safety standards regulations in 
effect at the time of construction. 

Manufactured dwelling does not mean any building or structure subject to the 
structural specialty code adopted pursuant to ORS 455.100 to 455.450. 

Manufactured Dwelling Park:  (as amended in ORS 446.003 (27).  Any place where four or 
more manufactured dwellings are located within 500 feet of one another on a lot, tract or parcel 
of land under the same ownership, the primary purpose of which is to rent space, or keep space 
for rent to any person for a charge or fee paid, or to be paid for the rental or use of facilities, or 
to offer space free in connection with securing the trade or patronage of such person.  
"Manufactured dwelling park" does not include a lot or lots located within a subdivision being 
rented or leased for occupancy by no more than one mobile home per lot if the subdivision was 
approved by the local government unit having jurisdiction under an ordinance adopted pursuant 
to ORS 92.010 to 92.190. 

Marina:  Marinas are facilities which provide moorage, launching, storage, supplies and a 
variety of services for recreational, commercial fishing and charter fishing vessels.  They are 
differentiated from docks/moorages by their larger scale and scope of landslide services. 

Minor Navigational Improvement:  Alterations necessary to provide water access to existing 
or permitted uses in conservation management units, including dredging for access channels 
and for maintaining existing navigation but excluding fill and in-water navigational structures 
other than floating breakwaters or similar permeable wave barriers. 

Mitigation:  The creation, restoration, or enhancement of an estuarine area to maintain the 
functional characteristics and processes of the estuary, such as its natural biological 
productivity, habitats and species diversity, unique features and water quality. 

Mobile Home:  A mobile home is: 

1. A residential trailer, a structure constructed for movement on the public highway, that 
has sleeping, cooking and plumbing facilities, that is intended for human occupancy, is 
being used for residential purposes and was constructed before January 1, 1962. 

2. Mobile house, a structure constructed for movement on the public highways, that has 
sleeping, cooking and plumbing facilities, that is intended for human occupancy, is 
being used for residential purposes and was constructed between January 1, 1962, 
and June 15, 1976, and met the construction requirements of Oregon Mobile Home 
Law in effect at the time of construction. 

3. A manufactured home, a structure constructed for movement on the public highways, 
that has sleeping, cooking and plumbing facilities, that is intended for human 
occupancy, is being used for residential purposes and was constructed in accordance 



with federal manufactured housing construction and safety standards regulations in 
effect at the time of construction. 

Mobile Home Park:  A mobile home park is a lot tract or parcel of land with four or more spaces 
for rent within 500 feet of one another. 

Navigation Structures:  Pile dikes, groins, fills, jetties and breakwaters that are necessary to 
maintain navigation channels, control erosion or otherwise improve water flow. 

Nonconforming Lot of Record:  A legally created lot or parcel legally created which now does 
not conform to the current minimum lot size, width, depth or frontage standards required by the 
zone in which the lot is now located or as otherwise required by the Ordinance.  Also called 
nonconforming lot or nonconforming parcel. 

Nonconforming Structure:  A structure which does not conform to the current requirements of 
the zone in which it is located. 

Nonconforming Use:  A use which does not conform to the current requirements of the zone in 
which it is located. 

Ocean Flooding:  The flooding of lowland areas by salt water owing to tidal action, storm 
surge, or tsunamis (seismic sea waves).  Land forms subject to ocean flooding include beaches, 
marshes, coastal lowlands, and low lying interdune areas.  Areas of ocean flooding are mapped 
by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).  Ocean flooding includes areas of 
velocity flooding and associated shallow marine flooding. 

Owner:  Includes an authorized agent of the owner. 

Parcel:  In exclusive farm use zones, the term "parcel" includes a unit of land created: 
1. By partitioning land as defined in ORS 92.101; 
2. In compliance with all applicable planning, zoning, partitioning ordinances and 

regulations; or 
3. By deed or sales contract, if there were no applicable planning, zoning, partitioning 

ordinances and regulations. 
The term "parcel" does not include a unit of land created solely to establish a separate tax 
account. 

Parking Area, Public:  Privately or publicly owned property, other than streets or alleys, on 
which parking spaces are defined, designated, or otherwise identified for use by the general 
public, either free of charge or for remuneration.  Public parking areas may include parking lots 
which may be required by this ordinance for retail customers, patrons and clients. 

Parking Space:  An area, paved pursuant to Seaside Ordinance 72-9 at least nine feet in width, 
18 feet in length, available for the parking of a standard automobile.  Compact parking space 
means an area of at least eight feet in width and 16 feet in length, available for the parking of 
compact automobiles. 

Person:  Any natural person, firm, partnership, association, social or fraternal organization, 
corporation, estate, trust, receiver, syndicate, branch of government, or any other group or 
combination acting as a unit. 

Piling:  The driving of wood, concrete, or steel piling into the bottom of aquatic areas to support 
piers or docks, bridges or other permitted uses. 

Private Sports Complex:  A facility which provides recreation facilities indoors or outdoors, the 
use of which requires fees or paid membership fees for participants to use the facilities.  Sports 
complexes include, but are not limited to, horse riding facilities, golf courses, racquet clubs, 
tennis courts, swimming pools and roller skating rinks. 



Recreational Vehicle:  A vacation trailer or other unit with or without motor power which is 
designed for human occupancy and to be used temporarily for recreational vacation purposes, 
but not residential use. 

Residential Facility:  A facility licensed by or under the authority of the Department of Human 
Resources under ORS 443.400 to 443.460 which provides residential care alone or in 
conjunction with training or treatment or a combination thereof for six to fifteen individuals who 
need not be related.  Staff persons required to meet Department of Human Resources licensing 
requirements shall not be counted in the number of facility residents, and need not be related to 
each other or to any resident of the residential facility. 

Residential Home:  A home licensed by or under the authority of the Department of Human 
Resources under ORS 443.400 to 443.825 which provides residential care alone or in 
conjunction with training or treatment or a combination thereof for five or fewer individuals who 
need not be related.  Staff persons required to meet Department of Human Resources licensing 
requirements shall not be counted in the number of facility residents, and need not be related to 
each other or to any resident of the residential home. 

Restoration/Estuarine Enhancement:  Restoration is replacing, revitalizing, or restoring 
original attributes and amenities, such as natural biological productivity and aesthetic and 
cultural resources, which have been diminished or lost by past alterations, activities or 
catastrophic events.  For the purpose of Goal 16, estuarine restoration means to revitalize or 
reestablish functional characteristics and processes of the estuary diminished or lost by past 
alterations, activities, or catastrophic events.  A restored area must be a shallow subtidal or an 
intertidal or tidal marsh area after alteration work is performed, and may not have been a 
functioning part of the estuarine system when alteration work begins. 

Active Restoration:  Involves the use of specific positive remedial actions, such as 
removing fills, installing water treatment facilities, or rebuilding deteriorated urban waterfront 
areas. 
Passive Restoration:  Is the use of natural processes, sequences, and timing to effect 
restoration after the removal or reduction of adverse stresses without other specific positive 
remedial action. 
Estuarine Enhancement:  An action which results in a long term improvement of existing 
estuarine functional characteristics and processes that is not the result of a restoration 
action or the creation of additional estuarine habitat. 

Sand Collection, Mechanical:  Use of fences or brush mats to collect and hold sand. 

School -- Commercial:  A place where instruction is given to pupils in arts, crafts, trades, or 
other occupation skills and operated as a commercial enterprise as distinguished from schools 
endowed or supported by taxes. 

School -- Primary, Elementary, Junior High, or High:  Includes public, private or parochial, 
but not nursery school, kindergarten, or day nursery, except when operated in conjunction with 
a school. 

Shoreline Stabilization:  The protection of the banks of tidal or nontidal streams, rivers or 
estuarine waters by vegetative or structural means. 

Sign:  An identification, description, illustration, or device which is affixed to or represented, 
directly or indirectly, upon a building, structure, or land and which directs attention to a product, 
place, activity, person, institution, or business.  Sign size limitations apply to only one side of a 
back-to-back sign. 



Sign, Advertising:  A sign which directs attention to business, product, activity, or service 
which is not necessarily conducted, sold, or offered upon the premises where a sign is located. 

Story: That portion of a building included between a floor and the ceiling next above it, which is 
six feet or more above the grade. 

Street:  An officially approved public thoroughfare or right-of-way other than an alley, dedicated, 
deeded, or condemned, which has been officially approved by the commission and accepted by 
the council for use as such.  It affords the principal means of access to abutting property, and 
includes avenue, place, way, drive, lane, boulevard, highway, road, or any other thoroughfare 
such as the Prom, except as excluded in this ordinance.  The word "street" shall include all 
arterial highways, freeways, traffic collector streets, local streets and the Prom. 

Structure:  Something constructed or built and having a fixed base on, or fixed connection to, 
the ground or another structure. 

Temporary Alteration:  Dredging, filling, or another estuarine alteration occurring over a 
specified short period of time which is needed to facilitate a use allowed by an acknowledged 
plan.  Temporary alterations may not be for more than three years and the affected area must 
be restored to its previous condition.  Temporary alterations include:  (a) alterations to establish 
mitigation sites, alterations for bridge construction or repair and for drilling or other exploratory 
operations, and (b) minor structures, such as blinds, necessary for research and educational 
observation. 

Time-Share Unit:  A dwelling unit, lot, or parcel divided into periods of time under any 
arrangement, plan, scheme or device, whether by membership, agreement, share- 

tenancy-in-common, sale, lease, deed, rental agreement, license, right-to-use agreement, or 
otherwise, where a purchaser, in exchange for consideration, receives a right to use the 
dwelling unit, lot, or parcel for a period of time less than a full year during any given year, which 
extends for a period of more than three years. 

Time-Share Unit - Pre-Existing:  A time-share unit which has already been created by the 
submission of the Public Report issued by the Real Estate Division of the Oregon Department of 
Commerce, on or prior to the effective date of this ordinance. 

Transitional Use:  A use allowed in a transitional area intended to create a gradual change in 
use from residential to commercial or industrial. 

Travel Trailer:  A vehicular, portable structure built on a chassis, designed to be used as a 
temporary dwelling for travel and recreational purposes, and having a body width not exceeding 
eight feet. 

Use:  The purpose for which land or a structure is designed, arranged, or intended, or for which 
it is occupied or maintained. 

Utilities:  Towers, facilities and lines for communication and power transmission; waste water 
treatment facilities; storm water and treated water outfalls (including industrial); public water, 
sewer and gas lines; solid waste disposal. 

Vacation Rental Dwelling.  A single family dwelling, duplex or triplex which is rented or hired 
out for a period of less than 30 days.  The dwelling may consist of individual units or be in a 
contiguous form to be considered a vacation rental dwelling.  However, each individual unit is to 
be considered separately for licensing and regulation purposes. 

Vegetative Stabilization:  Use of plants to secure bare sand surfaces against wind deflation. 



Vehicle:  A device in, upon, or by which any person or property is or may be transported or 
drawn upon a public highway, except devices moved by human power or used exclusively upon 
stationary rails or tracks. 

Water-Dependent:  A use or activity which can be carried out only on, in, or adjacent to water 
areas because the use requires access to the water body for water-borne transportation, 
recreation, energy production, or source of water. 

Wetland:  Those areas that are inundated or saturated by surface or ground water at a 
frequency and duration sufficient to support, and that under normal circumstances do support, a 
prevalence of vegetation typically adapted to life in saturated soil conditions. 

Yard:  A required open space, other than a court, unoccupied and unobstructed by any 
structure or portion of a structure from 30 inches above the general ground level of the graded 
lot upward.  However, fences, walls, poles, posts, and other customary yard accessories, 
ornaments, and furniture may be permitted in any yard subject to height limitations and 
requirements limiting obstruction of visibility. 

Yard, Front:  A yard extending between lot lines which intersect a street line, the depth of which 
is the minimum horizontal distance between the street line and a line parallel thereto on the lot.  
In the case of through-lots, unless the prevailing front yard pattern on adjoining lots indicates 
otherwise, front yards shall be provided on all frontages.  In the case of corner lots, as well as 
those with reversed frontage, a front yard of the required depth shall be provided in accordance 
with the ordinance along with required side yard depths on all other frontages.  In the case of 
corner lots with more than two frontages, the building official shall determine which frontage 
shall be considered the front yard and which shall be considered the side yards. 

Yard, Side:  A yard extending from the rear line of the required front yard to the rear lot line.  In 
the absence of any clearly defined rear lot line, to the point on the lot farthest from the 
intersection of the lot line involved with the public street.  In the case of through-lots, side yards 
shall extend from the rear lines of front yards required.  In the case of corner lots, yards 
remaining after full and half depth front yards have been established shall be considered side 
yards. 


