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Section 6.160 Shoreline Stabilization 

1. General Standards. 

A. Preferred Methods:  Proper management of existing streamside vegetation is the 
preferred method of stabilization, followed by planting of vegetation.  Where 
vegetative protection is inappropriate (because of the high erosion rate, the use 
of the site, or other factors,) structural means, such as rip rap, may be used as a 
last resort. 

In the placement of stabilization materials, factors to be considered include, but 
are not limited to: effects on bird and wildlife habitat, uses of lands and waters 
adjacent to the bank, effects on fishing areas, effects on aquatic habitat, relative 
effectiveness of the various structures, engineering feasibility, cost and erosion, 
flooding and sedimentation of adjacent areas. 

B. Emergency repair to shoreline stabilization facilities is permitted, not withstanding 
the other regulations in these standards, subject to those standards imposed by 
the State of Oregon, Division of State Lands, and the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers. 

C. Conditional use application for shoreline stabilization shall be based on a 
demonstration of need and consistency with the intent of the designation of the 
area and the resource capabilities of the area.  Impacts shall be minimized. 

2. Standards for Revegetation and Vegetation Management. 

A. Plant species shall be selected to insure that they provide suitable stabilization 
and value for wildlife.  Justification shall be presented as to the necessity and 
feasibility for use of a bank with a slope greater than 2:1 (horizontal to vertical).  
Trees, shrubs and grasses native to the area are generally preferred. 

B. The area to be revegetated should be protected from excessive livestock grazing 
or other activities that would hinder plant growth. 

1. Standards for Rip Rap. 

A. Good engineering and construction practices shall be used in the placement of 
rip rap, with regard to slope, size, composition and quality of material, excavation 
of the toe trench, placement of gravel fill-blanket, and operation of equipment in 
the water.  State and federal agency regulations should be consulted in this 
regard. 

B. Rip rapped banks should be vegetated to improve bird and wildlife habitat, where 
feasible. 

C. Shoreline protection measures shall not restrict existing public access to public 
shorelines. 

D. Shoreline protection measures should be designed to minimize their impacts on 
the aesthetic qualities of the shoreline. 

E. Bankline protection is not in itself a way to increase land surface area.  Where 
severe erosion has occurred, fill may be used to obtain the desired bank slope 
and restore the previous bank line.  Any extension of the bank line into traditional 
aquatic areas shall be subject to the standards for fill.  Disruption of tidal marsh, 
tidal flat and productive sub-tidal areas shall not be permitted. 

F. Construction of shoreline protection measures shall be coordinated with state 
and federal agencies and local interests to minimize the effects on aquatic 
resources and habitats.  Relevant state and federal water quality standards shall 
be met.  Stream channelization should be avoided. 


